OPEN LETTER TO YEMENI JOURNALISTS

We, the undersigned journalists, writers, broadcasters, media analysts, reporters, editors,
photographers, bloggers, media workers, and online journalists, wish to commend the vitally
important and courageous work of Yemeni journalists reporting on the war-crimes of the
military coalition led by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirate over these last five years.
Without your reporting on this conflict the world would not be aware of the scale of the
humanitarian crisis which has been imposed upon Yemen.

In 2018 Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, described Yemen as the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Two years on the situation has not improved and after the
devastation wrought by cholera outbreaks the Covid-19 pandemic threatens to place
additional strain on Yemen’s health systems which have been decimated by five years of
Saudi-Emirati airstrikes.

According to a recent report from the Yemen Data Project nearly a third of the airstrikes
conducted by the military coalition led by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirate have
deliberately targeted hospitals, clinics, vaccination centers, rural and field medical points
through aerial attacks. Such violations of international law have been condemned by the
international community yet were it not for the reporting on the ground from Yemen the world
not be aware of these war-crimes.

By continuing to shine a light on the situation of Yemen after five years of military
bombardment and blockade we call on the brave Yemeni journalists to continue this work
which is not going unnoticed. In service of the truth you are the key to alleviating the
suffering of Yemen, by spreading awareness you are forcing the international community to
place pressure on Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates to stop this war. Yemeni
journalists have played a key role in keeping the public informed when faced with cholera
and diphtheria outbreaks in these last five years. We urge you to continue to educate and
inform the public about the risks of the Covid-19 pandemic based on the guidelines of the
World Health Organisation.

FULL LIST OF SIGNATORIES TO THE OPEN LETTER

Nina Cross, Independent Writer, UK

Vanessa Beeley, Investigative Journalist, UK

Dr. Tim Anderson, Independent Writer, Australia
Eva Bartlett, Investigative Journalist, Canada

Caro Ball, Independent Writer, Ireland

Marina Kortunova, Broadcast Journalist, Russia
Faiq Rasulzade, independent Journalist, Azerbaijan

Janice Kortkamp, Independent Journalist, USA
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Alison Banville, Independent Journalist, UK
Isaia Tsaousidou, President of Association of European Journalists - Greek Section, Greece
lain Bruce, Former Head of News, teleSUR English TV, Ecuador
Randi Nord, Founder and Editor of Geopolitics Alert, US
Hana Saada, Independent Journalist, Algeria
Rune Agerhus, Editor-in-Chief of The People's Examiner, Denmark
Syed Mohsin Abbas, Independent Television Journalist and Broadcaster, UK
Ahmed Kaballo, Broadcast Journalist, UK
Prof. Paula Klachko, Writer, Historian, and Network in Defense of Humanity Coordinator, Argentina
Robert Stuart, Independent Media Researcher, UK
Lisa Rua, Freelance Journalist, New Zealand
Joti Brar, Political Writer and Editor, UK
Carlos Aznéarez, Editor of Latinoamericana (Argentina-Venezuela-Cuba), Argentina
Dr. Dimitrios S. Patelis, Writer and Associate Professor of Philosophy, Greece
Stalingrad O'Neill, Freelance Photographer, National Union of Journalists, UK
Sol Lima, Independent Journalist, Brazil
Lyndon Peters, Independent Writer, UK
Darrell Yarek, Producer, and Broadcast engineer, Canada
Ruhi Rizvi, independent Writer, UK
Peggy Howells, Citizen Journalist, Australia
Moses Wu, Citizen Journalist, US
Assist Professor Angel Guerra Cabrera, Media political analyst, Mexico
Sondoss Al Asaad, Independent Journalist, Lebanon
Ana Siman, Citizen Journalist, Brazil
Berta Finnbogadéttir, Independent Writer, Iceland
Amelia Ryan, Online Journalist, Australia
Marwa Alrubaie, Broadcast Journalist at United Nations, Switzerland
Raphael Machado, Editor and Writer at Nova Resisténcia, Brazil
Judy Tanner, Writer, Author, and Freelance Journalist, Australia
Dr. Edward Horgan, Independent Writer, Ireland
Lucas Leiroz, Media Political Analyst at Infobrics, Brazil
Dale Calder, Citizen Journalist, New Zealand
Robert Carter, Broadcast Journalist, UK
Desmond McMillan, Online Journalist, Australia
Kareem Jerry, Online Journalist, Egypt
Mahmood Sanglay, Director and Senior Writer of Muslim Views, South Africa
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Diane Warth, Independent Writer, USA

Rabab Taki, Journalist and Human Rights Defender, Lebanon

Fridrik Atlason, Independent Writer, Iceland

Olsi Jazexhi, Writer, Media Analyst, and Journalist, from Albania

UIf Sandmark Writer, Economist, and Chairman of Schiller Institute, Sweden
Farid Sayed, Editor of Muslim Views, South Africa

Mohamad Kleit, Broadcast Journalist, Lebanon

Anna Sotnikova, Independent Journalist, Russia

Madeleine Klinkhamer, Writer, Economist, Netherland

To add your name to the letter, please contact Journalist Support Committee (JSC),
Campaign Officer at jscpress@yahoo.com

03 May 2020
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